Town of Ridge Spring
P.O. Box 444
Ridge Spring, SC 29129
803-685-5511


Council Meeting 


Tuesday, September 6, 2016
6:30 p.m.


MINUTES

Present:  Mayor Asbill, Councilman Asbill, Councilman Christie, Councilman Lybrand.   Councilwoman Harris arrived late.

I.     	Call to Order
       	Mayor Asbill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
	
II.	Invocation
	Councilman Lybrand gave the invocation

III.	Approval of Minutes – Monday, August 8, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of August 8, 2016.  There were none. Councilman Christie made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Asbill seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

IV.	Approval of Financial Reports for July, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the financial reports of July, 2016. Councilman Christie asked about the $839.00 spent on professional fees and pointed out that it is over budget. Mayor Asbill advised that it was for the cost of the accountant. Councilman Christie asked if the rent for the Temporary Town Hall was in the budget. Mayor Asbill said that we will have to amend the budget for it and several other things, so the auditor suggested to amend it all at the same time. Councilman Christie asked what the contract labor was for under General Fund. Mayor Asbill said she would check to see what it is. Councilman Asbill made the motion to accept the financial reports as written, Councilman Lybrand seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
V.	Reading of Communications
 Mayor Asbill had no reading of communications to report but Kim Rodgers of Ridge would like to speak about the closing of Peachtree Medical Center. Ms. Rodgers said that Peachtree Medical would be closing their doors on October 1, 2016. Ms. Rodgers finds this very disturbing. Mayor Asbill said she would write a letter and Council agreed to sign it. Mayor Asbill also suggested that Ms. Rodgers start a petition.
VI.	Announcements by Mayor 
Mayor Asbill said there are two pigs running loose in Town, we need to find someone that wants pigs and round them up. Mayor Asbill said she is afraid they will cause an accident if they are not caught. Mayor Asbill said that the Harvest Festival always ask Council Members to ride in the parade. Mayor Asbill suggested Council ride on golf carts in the parade.  

VII.	Old Business
	None to report.

VIII.	New Business
Mayor Asbill said that the United States Department of Agriculture is asking all Council Members to sign and pass a Resolution saying that all Council Members are in favor of building a New Town Hall. Mayor Asbill said she would like to have a special called meeting on September 8, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall to pass and sign the resolution. 

IX.	Councilmember Reports

	Councilman Asbill
Councilman Asbill said that he called Jeffrey Jordan to try to get the ditch clean from the Methodist Church to Daisy Rutland’s house. Every time we have a heavy rain it floods Ms. Rutland’s yard. The Highway Department still has not fixed this problem. Councilman Asbill said the Highway Department still has not fixed the sidewalk in front of the Watson House. Councilman Asbill said that a tractor dropped a sub soiler in front of the Cumbee Place and the Highway Department patched the road but it needs more work. Councilman Asbill said that Jeffery Jordan wants to meet with Council or the Mayor about some of the trees that are rotted and leaning over at various places around Town. 

Councilman Lybrand
Councilman Lybrand nothing to report.

Councilman Christie
Councilman Christie said that there were a couple of water breaks this month. Councilman Christie said that we will need to pay close attention to the sewer usage this month after the recent rainfall to see if the manhole covers are working.

Councilwoman Harris  
Councilwoman Harris asked Council if the Town could put bathrooms at the park for the children practicing sports. Mayor Asbill said that someone would have to be around at all times to lock and unlock the restrooms. Mayor Asbill suggested to Councilwoman Harris to come to Town Hall and work with Noel to get a plan to present to Saluda County Parks and Recreations Department. Councilwoman Harris said that the ditches on Merritt Street look very bad. Councilwoman Harris asked why the Town cannot take care of the flower beds. Mayor Asbill said the Town is looking for someone to work on flower beds part-time. Councilwoman Harris said that the park needs to be cleaned and the trees need to be trimmed. Mayor Asbill said cleaning the park and trimming the trees are the Town’s list of things to do before Harvest Festival.


X.	Departmental Reports

	Water & Streets – as attached
There were a lot of leaks this month. J & H paving broke a main water line on Cobblestone Road. J&H paving paid to have the water line fixed. There was a new fire hydrant installed at Oak and Noble Street. Working on quotes to intergrade and consolidate the water system. We have patched a couple of pot holes around Town. All the ditches at the railroad have been cleaned. We have finished edging the curbs and the cleaning sidewalks.

	Police Dept. – as attached
Chief Raffield was absent to due to a murder that took place in Ridge Spring last night. Chief Raffield’s monthly report is attached.

XI.	Executive Session - Discussion of Water Contract
At 7:21 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Asbill to enter into executive session and seconded by Councilwoman Harris. All in favor, motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]XII.	Return from Executive Session
At 8:25 p.m. Councilman Christie made the motion to return to regular session; the motion was seconded by Councilwoman Harris. All in favor, motion carried.

XIII. 	Action to be taken
Councilman Christie made the motion to take the water contract from Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority under advisement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor, motion carried.

XIV.	Adjournment
At 8:30p.m. Councilman Asbill made a motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Councilwoman Harris. All in favor, motion carried. 


Respectfully submitted,



Summer Brown, Clerk

