Town of Ridge Spring
P.O. Box 444
Ridge Spring, SC 29129
803-685-5511


Council Meeting 


Monday, August 8, 2016
6:30 p.m.


MINUTES

Present:  Mayor Asbill, Councilman Asbill, Councilman Christie, Councilman Lybrand. Councilwoman Harris 
	     was absent.

I.     	Call to Order
       	Mayor Asbill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
	
II.	Invocation
	Councilman Asbill gave the invocation

III.	Approval of Minutes – Monday, July, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of July 11, 2016.  There were none. Councilman Christie made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Asbill seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

IV.	Approval of Financial Reports for June, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the financial reports of June, 2016. Councilman Christie asked about the $8,794.10 spent on the Library. Mayor Asbill advised that was the cost of the new roof for the Library. Councilman Asbill made the motion to accept the financial reports as written, Councilman Lybrand seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

V.	Guest Speaker – Jason Fell from Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority
Jason Fell said he seen the automatic flusher that was installed at the first hydrant on Highway 39. He said it cannot sit dormant; it has to be turned over continuously. This is why he was at the meeting; he was hoping to reach some kind of agreement on a water contract, so this hydrant can be used. Jason Fell said Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority is committed to working with Ridge Spring and become partners. Councilman Lybrand asked when they expect the water treatment plant to be online. Jason fell said they expect it to be online by March of 2018. Mayor Asbill said she was thinking of a short term contract until the plant is up and running. Jason Fell explained that the $3.83 per thousand gallons was for no contract at all and the $2.20 per 1,000,000 gallons was for a long term and short term contract. Jason Fell said Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority was legally bound to charge $3.83 per thousand gallons without contract. Mayor Asbill said that if the Town agrees to a long term and short term contract she would have to redo a rate structure sheet and it would be a lot of rate changes for our customers. Jason Fell agreed to work with his board to get a better price on a water contract for The Town of Ridge Spring. Councilman Asbill said this is not a way to create a friendship between a water customer and water a provider. Jason Fell said Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority will be losing money selling to Ridge Spring at $2.20 per thousand gallons on a short term contract. Councilman Lybrand asked about the water quality and if Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority does anymore to treat the water. Jason fell said they do not have to do any more to the water, once they receive it from Newberry. Jason Fell said Ridge Spring has a dead zone in their line for 0 chlorine residual at the corner of highway 39 and highway 23; it is a severe problem and huge concern. Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority used 1,000,000 gallons of their own water at no charge to Ridge Spring as good faith to help Ridge Spring solve the chlorine residual problem. Jason Fell suggested putting a chlorine booster pump system in, to solve the dead zone problem, but the expense is very costly. Mayor Asbill thanked Jason Fell for coming and speaking about the water contract with Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority.

VI.	Announcements by Mayor
 Mayor Asbill said all the forms for the Rural Development grant/loan have been filled out for the New Town Hall. It would be 55% grant money and the rest will be loan money.  Mayor Asbill said Saluda County has received its allotment money for parks and recreation.  Mayor Asbill said our playground equipment meets no OSHA standard requirements. Mayor Asbill said she met with a playground person to get an estimate on what it would cost to get the playground up to OSHA standards.

VII.	Old Business
a) 2nd reading of Ordinance 2016-04 – Sale of 632 East Main Street Police Building. A motion was made by Councilman Asbill to accept the ordinance as written. Councilman Lybrand seconded the motion. All in favor. Ordinance passed. 

VIII.	New Business
	 None to report.

IX.	Councilmember Reports

	Councilman Asbill
Councilman Asbill said that the highway department came and fixed the sidewalk in front of Bob Nelson’s House, it took them two days to fix it. Councilman Asbill asked the highway department to fix the sidewalk in front of the Watson House but they have not fixed it yet. Councilman Asbill said he is going to call Jeffrey Jordan about cleaning out the ditch in front of the Methodist Church because it is full of trash.

Councilman Lybrand
Councilman Lybrand said that there is a man hole in front of his church at the fellowship hall. Councilman Lybrand said that the catch basin is continuously stopped up. Councilman Lybrand said that it is a highway department issue but if the Church cannot get the highway department to do anything, then he will have Councilman Asbill contact the highway department for the church.

Councilman Christie
Councilman Christie said Mayor Asbill and he had a meeting on July 21, 2016 with personel from Batesburg-Leesville Tim Schumpert & Ted Luckadoo. They talked to them about the problems the Town was having with the water. Tim agreed to come run some test with Mike. Mayor Asbill and Councilman Christie had some concerns about certain things Batesburg-Leesville was planning to do with the water to use to their advantage that was not in the Town’s contract but they assured Mayor Asbill and Councilman Christie that they would continue to work with the current contract. Councilman Christie met with Jason Fell on August 3, 2016 to discuss the issue with the $3.83 per 1,000 gallons that Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority was trying to charge the Town. Councilman Christie advised Jason Fell under no circumstances would the Town agree to that cost. Councilman Christie said part of the problem with the water is the skaoa system, it keeps messing up. Councilman Christie suggested maybe scrap the whole skaoa system and replace it with a cellular system. Councilman Christie said if the Town does this, we will not have to call an additional company to come and fix the skaoa system every time it messes up. Mike will be able to fix the cellular system his self and it will send a message to his iPad or iPhone. Councilman Christie asked Mike to investigate the cost of a cellular system.

X.	Departmental Reports

	Water & Streets – as attached
 There were two spots on Pecan Grove Road that tested nonexistent for chlorine residue and tested positive for coliform. The coliform was a non violation. Mike flushed the line for an hour until testing came back with a good chlorine residual. We will be testing again this week for chlorine residual and coliform. Mike said that they need to talk about getting more chlorine to Highway 23 and Ward. This is a big issue. Mike thinks after peach season is over, more chlorine will start going back to Highway 23 and Ward. Mike said he passed the level C water treatment exam. He cleaned the ditch by the railroad and got all the railroad trash out. Councilman Lybrand asked what is the life expectancy on the sewer and water pumps. Mike advised that as long as the motor is running and kept greased, that will keep the pumps going. Councilman Lybrand asked what the Town will do if the motors go out. Mike said that we have two backup motors and we would have to we repair or replace the motors. 

	Police Dept. – no report turned in
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the animals complaints have been taken care of. We received restitution for the animal that was killed. The manager at Orchard Park Apartments has complained about people hanging around the apartment complex after hours that do not live there. The apartment complex has a 10:00p.m. curfew. Chief Raffield requested a list of the people that live in the apartment complex but has not received it yet. The hearing for the original armed robbery was last week and it has been turned over to a grand jury. There was an armed robbery at Circle K. Both suspects were locals. Working with SLED to apprehended one of the suspects the other suspect is already in custody. Councilman Lybrand said that a man and his wife came in the church fellowship hall and the ladies in the fellowship hall felt threatened by this couple and they called the Saluda County Sheriff’s Office but no one called them back or came out.

XI.	Executive Session - Discussion of Water Contract
At 7:37 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Asbill to enter into executive session and seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor, motion carried.

XII.	Return from Executive Session
At 8:10 p.m. Councilman Asbill made the motion to return to regular session; the motion was seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor, motion carried.

XIII. 	Action to be taken
Councilman Asbill made the motion to take the matter under advisement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor, motion carried.

XIV.	Adjournment
At 8:11p.m. Councilman Christie made a motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Councilman Asbill. All in favor, motion carried. 


Respectfully submitted,



Summer Brown, Clerk








