Town of Ridge Spring
P.O. Box 444
Ridge Spring, SC 29129
803-685-5511


Council Meeting 


Monday, July 11, 2016
6:30 p.m.


MINUTES

Present:  Mayor Asbill, Councilman Asbill, Councilman Christie, Councilman Lybrand. Councilwoman Harris
	    arrived late.

I.     	Call to Order
       	Mayor Asbill called the meeting to order at 6:25 p.m.
	
II.	Invocation
	Councilman Christie gave the invocation

III.	Mayor Asbill introduced guest speaker Nikki Setzler, Senator
Senator Setzler presented a $15,000.00 check to Mrs. Barbra Yon for the Friends of Ridge Spring for the promotion of Peachtree 23.

IV.	Approval of Minutes – Thursday, May 9, 2016, Thursday, June, 9, 2016, Monday, June 20, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of May 19, 2016. There were none. Councilman Christie made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Asbill seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of June 9, 2016 Public Hearing. There were none. Councilman Lybrand made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Christie seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of June 9, 2016 Regular Meeting. There were none. Councilman Lybrand made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Christie seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the minutes of June 20, 2016 Special Called Meeting. There were none. Councilman Asbill made the motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilman Christie seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

V.	Approval of Financial Reports for April, 2016
Mayor Asbill asked council if they had any additions or corrections to the financial reports of May, 2016. Councilman Lybrand asked what the Capital Improvements was. Councilman Christie asked about the Capital Improvements for the new budget 2016-2017. Mayor Asbill said she would check on it and let Councilman Christie and Councilman Lybrand know what it is. Councilman Lybrand made the motion to accept the financial reports as written, Councilman Christie seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

VI.	Reading of Communications
 Mayor Asbill sent a letter to DHEC asking for an extension on closing the well down on Boatwright Street by Kevin Yon’s. We need to figure out how to effectively filter the water and get it back in our system. We are in desperate need of the water. DHEC gave us permission to do that and see how much it will cost before they close it down completely. If the well is pumping enough water, we can enlarge the motor, and enlarge the casing. Councilman Christie asked if we could dig a new well. Mayor Asbill said DHEC would have to let us know. Past mayors said the well use to pull 3 million gallons a month. HPG is testing the well now. Mayor Asbill is trying to get grant money to do this with. Mayor Asbill said she would ask Rural Infrastructure about the well when she attends the meeting on August 19, 2016.

VII.	Old Business
a) Quote for mold cleanup at old Town Hall building 
Mayor Asbill received a quote from Servpro to clean the mold up at $22,776.64. This is just to clean the building up. Mayor Asbill said that we are looking at the range between $60,000 to $70,000 to clean and update Town Hall.
b) Build or Repair Town Hall 
Mayor Asbill said that the Town can get 55% of the cost from Rural Development to build the new building. Mayor Asbill said she looked at three options. 1st option is a steel building from Martin Builders, she said just the outside walls would be $80,000 and to finish the inside would be $65.00 per square foot. The second option is a Modular building at $85.00 per square foot. The 3rd option is to build a new building. Mayor Asbill said she contacted Gary Shaw and had him draw the plans for a 40 x 60 new building. Comporium wants to donate the land behind Town Hall but is still waiting on a decision from all of their offices. Councilman Christie asked about a drive thru window and the Mayor said she would have to check with DOT. Councilman Christie asked about the demolition on the old building. Councilman Lybrand said that the cost could be rolled into the site work estimate. HPG is helping fill out all the paperwork for the grant.  Mayor Asbill asked council’s permission to pursue the grant for the new building. A motion was made by Councilman Asbill to move forward with the grant and was seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor. Motion carried.
c) Purchase of Emergency water from Saluda county Water and Sewer
Mayor Asbill said that she went to Saluda County Water and Sewer to ask if the Town could get emergency water through the Town’s line. Saluda County Water and Sewer gave a price of $3.83 per 1,000 gallons if the Town has to use it. There is no contract involved. The town will only use the water for emergency purposes only.

Councilwoman Harris arrived at 6:55 p.m.

VIII.	New Business
1st reading of Ordinance 2016-04 – Sale of 632 East Main Street Police Building. The sale price is $17,500.00.  A motion was made by Councilman Asbill to accept the sale price and was seconded by Councilman Lybrand. All in favor. Motion carried.

IX.	Councilmember Reports

	Councilman Asbill
Councilman Asbill said that he has not had a whole lot of success with DOT. Councilman Asbill said that DOT did fix a hole in front of Curtis Johnson’s house but has not been back since to do anything else. Councilman Asbill said that he would call DOT again.

Councilman Lybrand
Councilman Lybrand said that there was another dog incident and the guilty party was found. Councilman Lybrand said that the Chief responded to the incident very quickly and everything was taken care of. The guilty party was written a ticket.





Councilman Christie
Councilman Christie said Mayor Asbill and he submitted a letter to Saluda County Water & Sewer Authority and they are still at a standstill. Councilman Christie said that Saluda County Water & Sewer does not like our water price @ $1.93 per thousand gallons.

Councilwoman Harris
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Harris said there are limbs on the electric wire in Mr. Bob’s yard and there are limbs that need to be picked up. Councilwoman Harris said the bushes need to be cut down at the abandon house on Merritt Street that sits back off the road. Mayor Asbill advised Councilwoman Harris that it is personal property and the owners would be responsible for cutting the bushes. Mayor Asbill said she would look the tax map number to see who owns the place and write a letter to them. Councilwoman Harris said that the trees on Ridge Hill Drive need to be cut.  Mayor Asbill said she would take pictures of the trees and get them to the correct people. Councilwoman Harris said there are a lot of kids using the walking track and asked council if they had thought about putting bathrooms there. Mayor Asbill advised that the Town does not have a person to lock and unlock the restrooms. Councilman Lybrand said that he would call Steve Thomas to see if they could get portable toilets during football season for three months.

X.	Departmental Reports

	Water & Streets – as attached
Installed a new tap at Mt. Pleasant and Winding Trail. Trimmed the trees blocking the speed limit sign on Hwy. 23 and Merritt St. Mr. Mack Johnson is back from sick leave and is doing an excellent job on cutting the grass. We also fixed a water leak on Crawford Lane it was a very easy fix. Completed E&D water treatment license.  Brian and Mike will take the “C” water treatment test next Wednesday. It will take two years to get certified for Operator of Record but can earn credits to add to the experience and that will take some of the two years off for certification. 

		
Police Dept. – as attached
There were several shoplifting incidents at Circle K and Dollar General that Chief is working on. Also worked on two animal complaints. Working with SLED on a large fraud investigation involving a false business.


XI.	Adjournment
At 7:28p.m. Councilman Lybrand made a motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Councilwoman Harris. All in favor, motion carried. 


Respectfully submitted,



Summer Brown, Clerk











